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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUAKTERS AMERICAL DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96374 '

AVDF-ATCO 15 February 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Americal Division Artillery
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1: Operations
a. (U) Command:

(1) Colonel Leslie B, Hardy commanded Americal Division Artillery
during this report.

(2) The following units were assigned, attached or under operational
control of Americal Division Artillery:

(a) 1st Battalion, l4th Artillery remained assigned. LTC Boris Pogoloff
assumed command on 15 January 1970, replacing LTC Clifford J. Phifer who
commanded through 14 January 1970,

(b) 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery remained assigned. LTC Oscar L.
Faulkner assumed command on 21 November 1969, replacing LTC Herbert E. Knight
who commanded through 20 November 1969.

(c) 6th Battalion, 1lth Artillery remained assigned, LTC Paul R. Gleave
commanded during the period of this report.

(d) 1lst Battalion, 82d Artillery remained assigned. LTC Elisco J.
Garcia assumed command on 15 December 1969, replacing LTC James M. Compton
who commanded through 14 December 1969.

(e) 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery remained attached. LTC Grover A.
Dubose assumed command on 15 December 1969, replacing LTC Andrew R. Foster
Jr., who commanded through 14 December 1969.

(£) 3d Battalion, 18th krttlloty remained attached, LTC William F.
Sifford commanded during the period of this report.

(g) Battery G. 55th Artillery (MG) remained attached. CPT Dennis R.
Blanton commanded during the period of this report.
FOR OT UT
701170 OOWNORADED AT 3 YIAR INTERVALS;
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DICLASSINGD AFTER 12 YIARS.
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(h) 3d Platoon, Battery G, 29th Artillery (SLT) attached to the
Americal Division remained further attached to Battery G, 55th Artillery (M.,
ILT Jon Corsy commanded during the period of this report.

(1) 251st Covnterinortar Radar Detachment remained attached. (W2 Windel)
L. Grout commanded during the perfod of this report.

(J) 252d Countormortar Radar Detachment remained attached. WOl Lee F.
Jernigen sssumed command on 10 January 1970 replacing CW2 Thomas M. Roper who
commanded through 9 January 1970.

(k) 271st Field Artillery Detachment (Surveillance Radar) remained
sttached., LT. William Wilson assumed command on 26 December 1969 replacing
2LT Garold M. Johnson who commanded through 27 December 1969.

b. (C) Operations: At the beginning of the period four main operations
wvere being conducted within the Americal Division TAOI. These were Operations
FREDERICK HILL, GENEVA PARK, IRON MOUNTAIN, and NANTUCKET BEACH. Operations in
the above AQ's consisted primarily of preemptive operations against enemy
base camps and staging areas. Primary emphasis was placed on the 1969
Accelerated Pacification Program. ARCLIGHT strikes were conducted followed
by multi-battalion sized exploitation of the bombed area. Whenever feasible
joint operations were conducted betwean ARVN Regiments and US Brigades
with US Battalions operating in conjunction with ~RVN Battalion, Artillery
moves were made consistent with the above operations. During the period
1800 hours 24 December - 1800 hours 25 December 1969 and 1800 hours 31
Decembexr - 1800 hours 1 January 1970, a cease fire was in effect.

Specific operations in the Americal TAQOI were as follows:

The 196th Inf Bde, lst Sqdn, lst Cav and the S5th ARVN Regt continued
opsrations in FREDERICK HILL AO. Light contact throughout the AO with the
following significant contacts. On 14 November 1969, B/3-21 made moderate
contact. Significant contact was made by R/3-21, A/1-1 Cav and C/3-2] on
11 January 1970. A & B Trp/l-1 Cav were in moderate to heavy contact on
12, 13 January 1970.

The 198th Inf Bde with the 6th ARVN Regt continued operations in GENEVA
PARK AO. Light contact continued throughout the AO with the following
significant contacts. On 13 December 1969, D/1-1, C/1-1 and lst Plt of
Aero-Rifle Scouts made moderate contgct with estimated NVA Company.

The 5th Bn, 46th Inf with two battalions of the 6th ARVN continued
operations in NANTUCKET BEACH AO. Light cuntact continued in the A0 during
the entire period.

The llth Inf Bde with the 4th ARVN Regt continued operations in IRON
MOUNTAIN AO. Light contact continued in the A0 with the following significant
contacts. On 1) November 1969, moderate contact was made by 174th gunship.

2
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During the period the 196th, 198th, lith Brigades and the 1/1 Cav
utilised Naval Gunfire for preparations, interdiction fire and observed
fire against confirmed targets.

c. (C) Artiller, Z..pori:

(1) The lst Battalion, l4th Artillery provided direct support for the
198th Bde in the GENEVA PARK A0 during the entire period. Other FWMAF
elements, such as USMC Combined Action Platoons, also received fire support
during the period.

(a) Initially, A/1-14 was at LZ GATOR (BS 573965) with 4 howitzers and
LZ DOTTIE (BS 631852) with 4 howitzers (2 howitzers attached from B/1-14).
On 20 December 1969, 2 howitzers moved from LZ GATOR to HA THANH (BS 381701)
to support an operation by 1-52 Inf and D/1-1 Cav., On 21 December 1969,
1 howitzer was moved from LZ DOTTIE to HA THANH to replace one brought
back for support maintenance. On 22 December 1969, the 2 howitzers
returned by air to LZ GATOR and 1 howitgzer continued by road to LZ DOTTIE.
On 30 December 1969, 2 howitzers moved by road to SON TINH (BS 643762) from
LZ DOTTIE to support infantry elements securing MY LAI (4). On 31 December
1969, 3 howitgers moved from LZ GATOR to OP GEORGE (BS 468877). On
6 January 1970, the 2 howitzers returned to LZ DOTTIE by road from SON TINH.
On 10 January 1970, the 3 howitzers returned from OP GEORGE to LZ GATOR. In
addition, A/1-14 provided interdiction fires for the CHU LAI rocket pocket.

(b) B/1-14 remained OPCON to 3-82 Artillery with priority of fires to
the 1-45 Inf. Four howitzers remained at LZ PROFESSIONAL (BS 177077) and
2 howitzers remained at LZ DOTTIE, attached to A/1-14,

(¢) C/1-14 provided support to the 1-6 Inf during the entire period.
On 3 December 1969, 2 howitgzers moved from FSB FAT CITY (BS 439075) to
OP GEORGE in support of an operation by 1-6 Inf. On 5 December 1969, the
2 howitzers returned to FSB FAT CITY. On 31 December 1969, 1 howitzer
moved by road to LZ GATOR and was attached to A/l1-14, On 2 January 1970
1 howitzer went to LZ GATOR to support A/l-14 and returned to FSB FAT CITY
the same day. On 10 January 1979, 1 howitzer returned to FSB FAT CITY
from LZ GATOR., On 21 January 1970, 2 howitzers were air-lifted from FSB
FAT CITY to HILL 497 (BT 187050) and placed OPCON to B/l-14 to support a
company from 1-46 Inf. In addition, they provided interdiction fires for
the CHU LAI rocket pocket.

(d) D/1-14 provigud support to 1-52 Inf during the entire period. On
12 November 1969, 2 howitsgers moved from LZ STINSON (BS 539824) to OP GEORGE
(BS 470867) to support D/1-52 Inf CA. On 16 November 1969, the 2 howitzers
returned to LZ STINSON. On 12 January 1970, the 2 howitgers returned to
LZ STINSCN. From LZ STINSON, the battery fired many HE and ICM missions
in the Horseshoe Area (Tra Khuc River) against targets acquired by the
TPS-25% Ground Surveillance Radar and GVQ-10 Integrated Observation System
on OP 1 (BS 516778).

(2) The 3d Battalicn, 82d Artillery remained in direct support of the
196th Inf Bde in the FREDERICK HILL A0,

k
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(a). A/3.82 Arty provided 4t . support from FSB HAWK 4 ~ . ° 275317
for the 2-1 Inf during the antu: ¢ rod, On 30 Hovamher 1969, 3 howitzers
moved to NEV HAU DUC %?l' 071061) to provide 1irect support for the i{-4£ Inf,
vhich conducted a reconnaissance in force opamtion in the vicinity of GLD
HAU DUC, On 7 Decomber 1967, the 3 hoviteers returnad to FSBHAWKHILL, Cu
3 January 1970, 2 howitaers moved to "Al KY (3T 292230} to provide diract
sujport to the 1-1 Cav which is conducting a reconnaissance in “orce nparae
tiow west of TAL &Y, The 2 howitzars sre curv~ntly at Thn Y,

(b) B/3-82 Arty rem~ined at 7B C.NTIR (BT 051249) in iirect support
of the 321 Inf during the entire period,

(e) C/3-82 Arty remeinad at FSB SISURIA (AT 90323) 4n direct surpert
of the 4=31 In® during th~ antire period,

(3) The 6th Sattalion, 1ith Artillary remained in Airact support of the
11th Inf 3de and supported opsrations in *he I Ot uCUWIMIN 0,

(a) 1/6-11 grve priority of fires to the 31 snd 421 Inf in *he
southomgonion of tha AO, On 4 January 1970, + hovitsars moved “rom LI
DZ3E (BS 969319) to IILL 295 (BS 820235) to support a multi-hsttalion,
US and4 ?RVN op~ration,

(b) B/6e11 remsimed on LZ SiN JUAN (35 634330) 4nring tha antira porind
vith priority o firas to *he 4.3 Inf, The bottary alsn hai tha miscion of
interdicting hivh spasd anproaches into the SOLG VE VOLLEY,

(0) C/6-11 proviied priority of *ires to 1-20, 3~1 and 4-21 Inf during
the pariod, On 8 Novembar 1759, 4 hovitzars retumad to LZ 3R0.CC (35 2:23c,
to L& 1AX (3S 761471) to support axploitation of an ARCLISIT strike, Or
16 Dacamber 1969, the 3 howitrers rturned te LZ 370LCO, Tha battery attacked
numerous parsonnal tarvats in the 1ith In€ 3dn's coastal lo~ lands which
were acquired bg the TPS-25 Ground Surveillance Radar and IOS loc-ted on

[ ]

OP 3 (B 754h21

(d) D/6=11 gave priority of fires to the 3-1 Inf 1sring the period,
On 27 November 1769, 4 hovitzers moved from 7SB 411 (BS su773n) to HL
THALH Special Forces Camp (35 332701) in «pport o 3-1 Inf cperation south
and southeast of HA T:AMi, On U4 Dacrmber 1769, the 4 howitzers -aturned
to 7SB 411, On 7 Dacemhar 1769, 2 howdtzors movad from 733 "1l to NG.IA
it (35 A1562) to support comhined US and VN exploitation of an /i~
LIGUT strike, On 19 Dacamber 1769, the 2 Yowitzers re*urnnd te FSB 411,
The hattery attacked num wons parsonna} tavgnts south of tha SOKS TR:
«UC IVER yhich ware achrired by the 1P5-25 Ground Su»veillance Radar
and I0S loc~ted on OP 1 (35 5167738),

(4) The 1st Battalion, 324 "rtlllorvcgmvided generel support reinfor-
eing flres for GIiIVA PR, ./WT'CKET 3BACH and IROH 1LOUNT.IH :0'g,

(a) A/1-82 provided genaml supgrt reinforcing ires for the i-iU
hrtillery with hour hovitzers ot LZ DOTTIE (35 431353) and two ho-itz- rs
at LZ GATOR (BS $72962),

i
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(b) B/1-%2 providad ganeml - srt rednforeing “ir:s for the 6.11
Artillapy +ith four howitsars ot =2 .. WPY (BS 7n5609) »nd two howltzers
at L2 STIWSON (35 539321), ‘

(e) C/1-82 provided gnnnrl support reinforcing fires for the 6-11
A!'t.i..llex'y vith "our howitzars at LI LIZ (35S 753132) and two horitzers at
LZ DudBIE (BS 969319),

(d) D/1-82 provided grnaral suppert reinforcing “ires for the 1-14
Artillery from LZ DOTTII, On 7 Decn-har 1969, two howitzers moved to w2
3h0:CO (BS 312391) and providnd genaral support reinforciny “iras for the
6-11 Artillary,

(5) The 3d Battalion, 1%h Artillarv provided general support reinforcing
support in the FicdéaICL LILL LO,

(a) A/3-16 providmd gonarsl support -oinforcing fires to 3-92 Artill-ry
ith thres howitrars at HiMK JILL (BT 224311) and three howitzers at L2
UEST (4T 7M0250). '

(b) B/3-16 provided g-naral support rainforcing “ires to 3-32 Artillary
from TIEN r.U0C zBT 114135), On 30 Novemwer 1963, two howitzers moved from
TL 8 PuOUC (BT 14135 to HAU DUC (BT 071061), On 10 Dacamber 1969, the two
howitgers returned o TITEN P.UUC, During the pariod 13 thru 20 Novamber
1769, provided diract support for *he USASF Detschment at TIZN P.UOC,

(¢) C/3-16 providad gancral support reinforcing “ires te i-14 Artillery
from FSB FAT CITY (ST 437075), On 7 January 1970, . horitzers movad from
FAT CITY to TAu &Y (BT 292°3%), '

(6) The 3d Battalion, 1Sth Artillery provided genaral suppert “ires
for tha Amerierl TAOI,

(a) ‘143-15 supportad oparations in the F3iniVA DiRK 0 from LZ CIiDY
(BS 342983) during the entim period, The batterv also supported *he Special
forces oparations around TRA BONG (BS 312383}, and gave Aefonsiva support
to AA TURN Spnc®al Torces Cemp (55 332701),

(v) 5/2-18 supported operatioas in the TFIDIRICK .iLul /C from FSB
TIEN PAUNC (ST 11/135) during *ha ontire period. The battary slso supportad
the Sgocial Forces oparstions around TIEN FuUOC and gava daf-nsive support
to iU DUC Spacial Torces Camp (BT n72061),

(o) 043-15 supportnd oparations in tho IRON .CUNTAIN AC from LZ CtUnCd
(35 534515) during the antire Bsriod. Tho batt~ry olse supportedi *he Spacial
forcas op =ations sround 1IN LONG and gave defeneive support to 3.TO and
GIA VUC Spacial Forcns:Camps,

ds Ammnition axpaniitures hy cslibar for the pariocd 1 dovember 1969
to 31 January 1970:
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105mm 170,938

155mm 33,938
8 in 16,235
1750m I, 135

a, Countermortar Redar Detachment

(1) The ?5ist FA Detachment (Ci. Radar) yemainad at OP 1 (BS 519775)
whepe 1t covernd LZ STI.SON and 7SB 411 (8BS $40730), The Detachment 2lsc
prrticipatnd in ro-istrations “or artillery units thrt vwers within ronze,

(2) The 2524 #A Datachment (Cii Radsr) was loceted st ANTIuEdL JALL
(BT 511040) with primary sactor of socan to the west into the northarn rccirt
Eocket. This unit assisted artillery units located at LZ FAT CITY and
Z GATOR to fire precision rngistrations,

f. Ground Surv-~illenca Radar D-tachments

(1) Tho organic AN/TPS 25 radar remeined nt OP 1 (35 516778), The
cntar of sactor was west over the sowG TRA &.UC Rivnr. Laree gronps of
enomy vere consistenly datactead, ~ven whaen activity wae at a low level irn
the Division TilI, '

(2) The 271st FA Datachasent (Radap) remained st OP 3 (35 7su21),
Large gronps of anamy were consistently da*rcted, avon when sctivitr wes 2t
a lov level in the Division TACI,

ge uad 50 lachine Guns

Brttervy G,  55th Artillery (G) has heen Anploved throughout the fimerical
Division T/OI with the primawy micsion of supporting thn ground i~f2necive
plans of the division fire hases, - The unit assis*s in fire base, install-
ation, convoy »nid road security,

h, Searchlights

During tha BQ"iOd tha 3 F1t, 3sttary G, 29th /rtill- v (SLT) was Anploved
throughout *he Division 1°0I, Tha platoon anhanced tha sacurity o” isolated
fira hases h7 providinz hattla®icld illumination »nd sssistine in tawrget
acnquieition, e platoon wis »180 nsad to provide navi-a*ional nssistaies

to the supported units, When possibla, *h~ sarrchli-hts ware co-locntrd ith
mltiple 2al iber ,%0 machinezun nonnts to #ssi+t in tarvont acmuisition -ni
immata angagement o the tareats dueing the pariod of raduced illuninetioo.
The sasrchilithts con ha usad in Aithar the visible Visht or ‘nfm red medn,

i, Hetrologicsl Stations

(1) During the pariod the 1st 3rimede, 171st Airhorne Division matre-
lovical station romeinad -t -2 3R0LCO (IS 8123%0), This stetion wemin~d

6
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OPCON to the 6-11 Artillery Battalion where it provided metro data to thme
units located in the southern part of the Americal Division TAOIL.

(2) During the period the 3-18 Artillery Battalion metrological station
remained at ARTY HILL (BS 515042) where it provided metro data to those units
in the central part of the Amer’-~ ' Tivision TAOI.

(3) During the period the Artillery Battalion metrologi. .1 station
remained at HAWK HILL (BT 224313 ere it provided metro data to those units
in the northern part of the Amer:  Division TAOI. On 19 November 1969,

the meterclogical station moved 1 .m HAWK HILL to TIEN PHUOC (BT114135)
vhere it provided metro data to those units in the northern part of the
Americal Division TAOL.

2. (U) Section 2: Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and Recommendations:

a. Personnel: Omitted

b. Intelligence: Omitted

c. Operations:

(1) Subject: Use of VT fuzes on defensive targets.

(a) Observation: The use of 8-inch VT fuzes on defensive targets were
found to be more effective than time fuzes.

{b) Evaluation: One battery experienced excellent results firing fuze
VT at short ranges. Defensive targets were fired in using fuze VT with a
fuse setting of 2 seconds. Ranges from 700 meters to 2000 meters were used
vith excellent low air bursts at all ranges. Time fuzes were used at the
same ranges with satisfactory results, however, several early bursts occurred.
The area between the battery and the target was open and dry, thus giving
the VT fuse little chance to activate early.

(c) Recommendation: That fuze VT be considered for use with defensive
fires.

(2) Subject: 50 Caliber Machinegun Defensive Positions.

(a) Observation: 50 Caliber Machineguns can be employed most effective
outside a bunker complex.

{b) @2valuation: One battery placed “heir 50 Caliber Machineguns on
tripods in 6 prefad bunkers along the perimeter. The fields of fire were
good and interlocking fires from bunker to bunker was achieved, hovever,
the noise created by the firing ;. ‘ad to be almost unbearadble. An attenpt
to bolt the tripod to the bunker ,. .ved fruitless. M-6 Machinegun jeep
mounts were finally used and prov: most effective, however, there vas
still a notise problem. A solutior io the problem was to dbuild a secondary

7
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position behind the bunker. A &4 to 6 foot platform was constructed withuout
overhead cover, thus employing the weapon similiar to Quad 50's with &0
mil cepabilities.

(c) Recommendations: That 50 Caliber Machinegun defensive positions b
buflt without overhead cover.

d. Organtization: Omitted
e. Training:
(1) Subject: USMC Combined Action Platoon (CAP) Training

(a) Observation: Few artillery fire missions were requested by CAPs
because team members were inexperienced and lascked confidence {n the capabi.-
ity of artillery to support them.

(d) Evaluation: US Army forward observers conducted training in the
sdjustment of artillery fire for CAP teams. The observers remained over-
night with the CAP teams and demonstrated with live fire the capabtlities
and limitations of artillery. Typical instruction consisted of a 2 hour
lecture, 4 hours of service practice and continuous examples of ways to
use artillery. The instructors emphasised rapid response against fleating
targets of opportunity, planning of defensive fires and the importance ot
reporting surveillance. Forward observers returned to each CAP element
monthly to conduct additional classes and service practice. The results
have been fruitful. Artillery units are now attacking enemy targets more
frequently and with significant results. USMC CAPs are ideally located to
detect and attack with artillery those targets otherwise too large to engayv,
or too fleeting to justify air strikes or gunships.

(c) Recommendations: That artillery units employ USMC CAP training
sssistance programs whenever possibdle.

f. Logistics: Omitted
g. Comsunications:
(1) Subject: Wire Communications

(a) Observation: Wire communication to the gun pits of a 8 /!75ur gun
battery normally work better on separate lines.

(b) Evaluation: One battery s=t up their "hot loops” by platoon. Cne
loop to the 8" platoon and one to the 175am platoon. The airming circle wa.
on both lines. Since 60% of the battery targets were attacked by one gun,
the platoon hot loop was found to be impractical. By simply running separate
lines to each gun and to the airming circle, both sections were not alerted
on sll fire missions.

CONFIDENTIAL




(¢) Recommendation: The 8"/175mm units use separate land lines to their
gun pits.

t. Materiel: Omitted

i. Other: Omitted

I 1L e

LESLIE 3, 4ARDY
Colonel, i

Commanding
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AVDP-HI, (15 Peb 70) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (Americal Division Artillory)

DA, Headquarters, Americal Diviesion, AFO 96374 ¢ MaR 70

T0s Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, AITN: AVHGU-WUT,
APO 96375

1. (U) Forwarded herewith is the subject report of the Arerical Livision
Artillery for the period 1 Nov 69 - 31 Jan 70,

2. (C) This Headquarters concurs with observations and recoruendation.
contained in the basic communication with one excertion. The statenert
found in the first sentence of paragraph b, jage 2, should read four main
operations rather than five main operations.

FOR THE COMMANDGR

v 70,
P A IR T
WO JOYCA
TCLT, ABC
Asst AG

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSINED AFTER 12 YEARS.
20D DIk 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (15 Ped 70) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operstiomal Report - Lessons Lesrned, Americal Division Artillery
Period Miding 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITRD STATES ARMY VIETNAN, APO San Francisco 96375 1 5MAR %70

TO1 Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for
the guarterly period ending 31 January 1970, from Headquarters, Americal
Division Artillery and corcurs with the comments of indorsing headquarters,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

' "
%‘. g:ﬁl .
cer, GC
Cy furn: Assistant Adjutant Generol
Americal Div ARTY
HQ Americal Div
/H
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GPOP~DT (15 Feb 70) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, Americal Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

' HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 81 MAR %"

TO: Asgistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C. L. SHOR™
CPT, AGC
Aut AG
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